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- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)[X] This action is non-final. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This action is in response to the application filed 8/30/2001 . 

2. Claims 1-16 have been examined and are pending in the application. 

Claim Objections 

3. Claim 8 is objected to because of the following informalities: the word 
"ona" should be written as "on a" (line 3 claim 8). Appropriate correction is 
required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

4. Claims 1-9 and 11-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second 
paragraph, as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly 
claim the subject matter which applicant regards as the invention. 

A. The following terms lack antecedent basis: 

(i) "the destination port" (line 7 claim 1 ). Correction is 

required. 

(ii) "the activating means" (lines 2-3 claim 11; line 1 claim 
12). Corrections are required. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 

U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this 

Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in 
public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in 
the United States. 

5. Claims 10 and 12-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Lo U.S Patent No. 5,91 1 ,044. 

As to claim 10, Lo teaches a driver (virtual twain driver 106, Fig. 3) for 
use in a computer (client 102, Fig. 3) adapted to accept image data over a 
network (...a network scanning system which allows an application program 
running on a client computer to control and receive information from an image 
scanner over a computer network, in a manner which is similar to having the 
scanner directly connected to the client computer..., lines 11-16 column 2), the 
computer comprising a port (image being sent to port 108 of client 102, Fig. 3) 
and means for directing image data received at the port to a target location in 
memory (...the resulting image file is transferred over the network 120 through 
the client protocol encoder/decoder to the file catcher 1 12 which writes the file 
into a storage device 110..., lines 10-13 column 8), the driver comprising: 

means for polling the target location in memory (client computer can 
access image file stored locally in the client computer, lines 28-30 column 3); 
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means for initiating an image acquisition program in response to detecting 
image data in the target location (...referred to as the scan-to-file operation, an 
image file is transferred to a storage medium of the client computer. The client 
computer can then access this image file by any type of image processing 
software..., lines 23-32 column 3). 

As to claim 12, Lo further teaches activating an application in response to 
detecting image data in the target location, (...an application program 104 such 
as a program which acquires images. The application program may also process 
the image data which is acquired..., lines 43-45 column 6). 

As to claim 13, Lo further teaches a list of network addresses of 
approved external devices (a list of available network scanner servers, line 4 
column 15). 

As to claim 14, Lo further teaches comparing a network address received 
at the port to the list of approved network addresses (. ..register the client 
computer with the scanner server. In this manner, the client computer will only 
accept the commands and accompanying data from the scanner server after the 
client computer has performed a registration process with the scanner server..., 
lines 6-15 column 3). 

As to claim 15, Lo further teaches allowing image data to be sent to the 
target location if the network address received at the port is on the list of 
approved network addresses (...has the requests and commands initiated at or 
by the client computer 102. Therefore, unless the client computer 102 initiates an 
operation or registers with the scanner server 130, the scanner server 130 does 



Application/Control Number: 09/943,397 Page 
Art Unit: 2126 

not have access and cannot store data in or write data to the client computer 
102..., lines 21-28 column 7). 

As to claim 16, Lo further teaches indicating that a network address 
received at the pod is not on the list of approved network addresses (the scanner 
server 1 30 does not have access and cannot store data in or write data to the 
client computer 102..., lines 21-28 column 7). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described 
as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to 
be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which 
said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 

6. Claim 11 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Lo in view of Microsoft PressPass 1999 publication. 

As to claim 11, Lo further teaches sending an image scanned event 
signal (scanning operation begin in step 454 utilizing the acquire command, Fig. 
8A). Lo does not explicitly teach the image acquisition program is Microsoft 
Windows Image Acquisition Scanner and Camera Wizard. Microsoft PressPass 
teaches the use of Microsoft Windows Image Acquisition Scanner and Camera 
Wizard as the image acquisition program for capturing, viewing, manipulating 
and publishing still images (first discussion paragraph page 1). It would have 
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been obvious to apply the teachings of Microsoft PressPass to the system of Lo 
because the use of Microsoft Windows Image Acquisition Scanner and Camera 
Wizard as the image acquisition program is well known in the art is disclosed by 
Microsoft PressPass. 

7. Claims 1-6 and 8-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Shih U.S Patent No. 6,798,545 in view of Lo. 

As to claim 1, Shih teaches a method of scanning a document (Fig. 4), 
comprising: 

recording, at a scanner, the document to yield digital image data (...the 
scanning module 46 scan a document 48 and generate associate document 
image signals. . . , lines 66-67 column 2); 

entering destination information relating to a destination computer to which 
the digital image data is desired to be sent (using the touch-sensitive panel of the 
scanner to enter the email address of the destination or personal computer 
where the image should be sent to, lines 39-64 column 3, lines 32-41 column 4); 

sending the image data to the destination computer (...the document 
image signals are transmitted across the network in an electronic mail format to 
the device 64; the electronic device 64 could be a personal computer, the 
application program 80 being a document scan processing program, and the 
document image signals are transmitted to the personal computer through the 
communication circuit control program 78..., lines 50-64 column 3). Shih does 
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not explicitly teach the destination computer initiating an image acquisition 
program in response to detecting the image data at a destination port. 

Lo teaches a system of scanning image wherein the image is also being 
sent directly from the scanner to the destination computer (...a network scanning 
system which allows an application program running on a client computer to 
control and receive information from an image scanner over a computer network, 
in a manner which is similar to having the scanner directly connected to the client 
computer..., lines 11-16 column 2) wherein the destination computer (client 102, 
Fig. 3) initiating an image acquisition program (...an application program 104 
such as a program which acquires images. The application program may also 
process the image data which is acquired..., lines 43-45 column 6) in response 
to detecting the image data at a destination port (image being sent to port 108 of 
client 102, Fig. 3). It would have been obvious to apply the teachings of Lo to the 
system of Shih because the user can use the image in its running application as 
disclosed by Lo (lines 41-65 column 6). 

As to claim 2, Shih as modified further teaches entering destination file 
information relating to a destination file in the destination computer to which the 
digital image data is desired to be sent (using the touch-sensitive panel of the 
scanner to enter the email address of the destination or personal computer 
where the image should be sent to, lines 39-64 column 3, lines 32-41 column 4). 

As to claim 3, Shih as modified further teaches the sending step having 
no intermediate computer associated therewith (scanning image being sent 
directly from the scanner to the personal computer, lines 50-64 column 3). 
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As to claim 4, Lo further teaches the destination computer performs no 
polling through a port to detect image data (lines 3-20 column 8). 

As to claim 5, Shih as modified further teaches the entering step 
occurring at the scanner (using the touch-sensitive panel of the scanner to enter 
the email address of the destination or personal computer where the image 
should be sent to, lines 39-64 column 3, lines 32-41 column 4). 

As to claim 6, Lo further teaches the destination computer initiating an 
image management program in response to detecting the image data at the 
destination port (...an application program 104 such as a program which 
acquires images. The application program may also process the image data 
which is acquired..., lines 43-45 column 6). 

As to claim 8, it is a method claim of claims 13 and 15. Therefore, it is 
rejected for the same reasons as claims 13 and 15 above. 

As to claim 9, it is a method claim of claims 13 and 16. Therefore, it is 
rejected for the same reasons as claims 13 and 16 above. 

8. Claim 7 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Shih in view of Lo, and further in view of Microsoft PressPass 1999 publication. 

As to claim 7, Microsoft PressPass further teaches the image acquisition 
program emulates functions of a digital camera (...capture, view, manipulate and 
publish still images..., last two lines of first discussion paragraph page 1). 

Conclusion 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to The Thanh Ho whose telephone number is 
(571 ) 272-3762. A voice mail service is also available for this number. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday, 8:30 am - 5:00 pm. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application 
or proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 
703-305-3900. 

Any response to this action should be mailed to: 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 
Or fax to: 

• AFTER-FINAL faxes must be signed and sent to (703) 872 - 9306. 

• OFFICAL faxes must be signed and sent to (703) 872 - 9306. 

• NON OFFICAL faxes should not be signed, please send to (571 ) 273 - 



3762 
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